LIFE OF JOHN LAMB.                              5o
The passage of this act may be considered the germ of bank legislation, so successful to politicians of aftertimes; and it was in fact the establishment of a government bank, in its worst form, containing no safeguards for the people. That its effect was extensive, and fatal to the union of the popular party is certain. Even Sears, the sturdy patriot, was caught by the lure, and "was induced, for a season, to consider the emission of the bills a benefit, more than counterbalancing the dangerous submission to the Mutiny Act. The sagacity of that champion of the people was often at fault, but his zeal was never inactive: for upon being made to discover the snare into which he had fallen, he was among the foremost in the denunciatory proceedings of the 17th December.
On the 4th January ? 1770, a report had reached the committee of serious defection in the non-importation league, at Boston, and that even John Hancock had violated the patriotic compact Rumors injurious to that gentleman had been previously circulated, charging him with having offered to contract for the supply of the troops under the Mutiny Act. This he had vehemently denied; and he repelled, with equal indignation, this second impeachment. Large meetings had been held to procure the passage of an act, establishing the vote by ballot, at future elections; and Mr. Lamb, together with the other persons %vho had composed the committee on the recent address to the House, were chosen to further the application. In committee of the whole, the bill passed with only five dissentients. But the omnipotence of the Governor's party was secured, and the adherents of the Crown, aware of its injurious effects upon their interests, rallied in defence of the " old and constitutional mode" of the open vote; and the new bill met defeat in the House, by a very large majority.
The inevitable consequences of the Governor's triumph began to exhibit themselves in the insolence of the soldiery; and the spirit of animosity between the officers of the King and the people was hourly increasing: and as the subordinates are often induced to outstrip their superiors in acts of